
Vocabulary 

Old Testament, New Testament, 

Bible, Tanakh, Shema, Mezuzah

Encounter

That the Tanakh uses different names for God, to express different aspects of His 

nature 

That the Shema prayer is the basic creed of Judaism. It encapsulates the intrinsic 

unity of the world and its Creator. 

Use specialist vocabulary to describe some Jewish beliefs expressed in the Shema prayer 

A mezuzah as it contains the Shema prayer and on the box is the letter ‘Shin’ or 

sometimes the whole word ‘Shaddai’ meaning mighty, on the mezuzah case.
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Let us pray …

Dear God,

Thank you for the different beliefs and traditions in our world.

Help us to learn from one another and to celebrate our differences 

with respect.

Amen.

Pope Leo XIV declared that 2026 

will be a special Year of St 

Francis in which we are all called 

to become saints in our world, 

following St Francis' example. We 

are called to model a holiness of 

life and witness to peace.

Click on the image below to find 

our more about the Year of Saint 

Francis.

Beliefs, Prayer and Faith

Dialogue:

The many different writers of the Bible were inspired by the Holy Spirit. 

What Christians call the Old Testament originates in Hebrew scriptures. 

The Old Testament is important for Christians because it speaks of God’s covenant with Abraham and is the 

foundation of the faith of the people of the Old and New Testaments: Judaism and Christianity. 

The Bible was originally written in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek which were the languages of the writers. 

God’s covenant with Abraham is the foundation of the faith of the people of the Old and New Testaments: 

Judaism and Christianity.

https://cafod.org.uk/pray/year-of-st-francis

