Using the National Curriculum for Writing Standardisation
Pertinent Preceding Standards – Year 1
Pupils working at or above the expected standard at the end of Year 1 should be able to:
• Spell the days of the week.
• Use ‘and’ to join words and simple clauses.
• Use –s and –es as the plural marker for
• Show evidence of being able to use capital
nouns.
letters and end stop punctuation.
• Use –ing, -er, -ed and –est to unchanged
• Use capital letters for people, places, days
root words.
of the week and ‘I’.
• Form capital letters.
• Sequence sentences to form a short
narrative.

Year 2
Writing transcription including spelling
Pupils should be taught to:
• Segment spoken words into phonemes and spell many correctly.
• Spell a few common homophones.
• Spell common exception words.
• Spell some words with contracted forms showing correct use of
apostrophe where necessary.
• Use the possessive apostrophe for singular possession.
• Use the suffixes –ment, -ness, -full and –less and –ly.
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Handwriting
Pupils should be taught to:
• Form lower case letters of the correct relative size to one another.
• Start using some horizontal and diagonal strokes needed to join letters.
• Recognise which letters are best left unjoined when adjacent to one
another.
Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation
Pupils should be taught to:
• Further develop their understanding of sentence punctuation to
include commas for lists and some appropriate use of apostrophes for
possession (singular) and omission.
• Use different forms of sentence: question, statement, exclamation and
command.
• Use expanded noun phrases to describe and show specificity. E.g. the
dog becomes the brown dog.
• Use the simple present and simple past tenses correctly and
consistently including use of progressive forms.
• Use some subordinating conjunctions (when, if, that and because).
• Use some coordinating conjunctions (and, or and but).
• Show some use of Standard English by way of simple subject/verb
agreement.
• Learn to use the grammar for Year 2 in English Appendix 2 and be able
to use grammatical terminology when discussing their writing.
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Composition
Pupils should be taught to:
• Develop stamina for writing through writing narratives about personal
experiences and those of others (fictional or real), writing poetry and
writing for a range of different purposes.
• Plan what they are going to write about by speaking out loud, writing
down ideas and key words.
• Re-read what they have written to check that it make sense and, in
particular check that verbs to indicate time are used correctly and
consistently.
• Proof read carefully to check for spelling, grammar and punctuation
errors making simple additions and revisions where necessary.
• Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to
make the meaning clear.

Terminology for Pupils
Words/terms that children should be familiar with and have an understanding of:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

noun,
noun phrase,
statement,
question,
exclamation,
command
compound,

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

suffix
adjective,
adverb,
verb
tense (past, present),
apostrophe and
comma.
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